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FINANCIAL 

Special Education Excess Positive Balance Deduction from State Payment to School Districts 

If you had a 2015-2016 special education excess positive balance, this amount is being deducted beginning with the 
March 2017 state foundation aid payment. These deductions will continue through the end of the fiscal year. Districts 
without an excess positive balance may also see a small change in their state aid payment (one-dollar increase or 
decrease) due to the March recalculation. Payment summaries can be found in the State Payment Information FY17. 
 
Questions regarding this deduction can be directed to: John Parker, 515-281-8485. 

Transportation 

From now until April 14, the state of Iowa is asking for public input on how to spend approximately $21 million obtained 
from the recently announced Volkswagen (VW) Settlement. Replacement of older diesel-powered school buses would be 
an eligible project. Iowa has developed a new website VW Settlement to provide information about the settlement and to 
collect input on how the state should plan for using the funds. 
  

Governor Branstad says, “The settlement provides for an array of eligible projects that could benefit Iowa. We are asking 
Iowans for their input on the types of projects they believe will achieve the greatest long-term impact.” 
  

The VW Settlement resolves allegations that Volkswagen violated the Clean Air Act by selling approximately 590,000 
model year 2009 to 2016 diesel motor vehicles equipped with “defeat devices” in the United States. These devices, in the 
form of computer software, were designed to cheat on federal emissions tests. As a result, the state of Iowa is expected to 
receive approximately $21 million in environmental mitigation trust funds over the next ten years set aside specifically for 
projects that reduce emission of nitrogen oxides (NOx). 
  

The public comment period will be open until April 14. Once all public comments have been collected, a working group 
comprised of officials from several state agencies and coordinated by the Iowa Department of Transportation will develop 
a mitigation plan that will be submitted to the VW settlement trustee. Again, replacement of older diesel-powered school 
buses would be an eligible project. 
  

The Iowa website also provides a subscription service for those who would like to receive updates on the progress of the 
mitigation plan and the overall settlement. 
 

For more information, contact Max Christensen, 515-281-4749. 

https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/school-business-and-finance/financial-management/state-payment-information/state-payment
mailto:john.parker@iowa.gov
http://www.iowadot.gov/vwsettlement/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/IACIO/subscriber/new?topic_id=IACIO_956
mailto:max.christensen@iowa.gov
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

New/Updated Data Summaries and Reports 

Several new or updated data summaries and reports have been posted to the Department’s website:  
 

Reorganization and Dissolution History (updated to reflect changes effective 7/1/17) 

FY16 SAVE-SILO Legislative Report 

FY16 School Association Legislative Report  

2016-2017 IDEA Part B LEA Awards   

2016-2017 State Allocation and Selected Federal Allocations  

2016-2017 District AEA Flowthrough Amounts  

2016-2017 Sources for Local Projects  

2015-2016 Voter Approved PPEL Elections Results 

2015-2016 School Bond Election Results  

Bus Inspection Results  

Iowa School Business Management Academy, May 10-12 

Online registration for the Iowa School Business Management Academy opens on Friday, March 24. Click on “Spring 
Academies”, then “View Academy Brochure,” for more details. Be sure to register by April 17 to SAVE! 

UPCOMING DEADLINES 

Due Date What’s Due 
  

March 31 Last date to submit LEA and AEA electronic annual audit of prior year to the Department  
 and Auditor of State’s Office 

April 15 Board resolutions for the budget guarantee due to the Department of Management (DOM)  

April 15 Copy of ballot question or resolution for new VPPEL (that is not 100 percent property tax) or ISL to DOM  

April 17 Electronic budget certification date (Iowa Code section 24.17)  

April 17 Budget filed with control county auditor  

 

Click to access current and past issues of the School Leader Update. 

Click to access current and past issues of the School Business Alert. 

If you have suggestions for future SBA articles,  

please submit to Marcia Krieger. 

 

  

https://www.educateiowa.gov/documents/reorganization-dissolution-sharing/2016/11/reorganization-and-dissolution-history
https://www.educateiowa.gov/documents/legislative-information/2017/02/fy16-save-legislative-report-123016
https://www.educateiowa.gov/documents/legislative-information/2017/02/fy16-sar-legislative-report-123016-1
https://www.educateiowa.gov/documents/special-education/2016/08/2016-2017-idea-part-b-lea-awards
https://www.educateiowa.gov/documents/allocation-summaries/2017/01/2016-2017-state-allocations-and-selected-federal-allocations
https://www.educateiowa.gov/documents/certified-annual-financial-reports-car/2016/06/2016-17-district-aea-flowthrough-amounts
https://www.educateiowa.gov/documents/certified-annual-financial-reports-car/2017/01/2016-17-sources-local-projects
https://www.educateiowa.gov/documents/physical-plant-and-equipment-levy-ppel/2016/10/2015-16-voter-approved-ppel-elections
https://www.educateiowa.gov/documents/school-bonds/2016/10/2015-16-school-bond-election-results
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/school-transportation/bus-inspection-schedules
http://www.education.iastate.edu/isbma.html
https://www.educateiowa.gov/resources/school-leader-update
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/school-business-finance/financial-management/school-business-alerts
mailto:marcia.krieger@iowa.gov
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